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Between the thud of combers
 
and whispers of the ebb,
 a ragged 
tuft
 of silence for the dead.
The great whale’s last music split flat
 
into its fractals, sifted through the forest
 beneath the sea, echoed the abyssal trench
 where every longing drifts and sinks,
 
stippled lightshafts dandling the sandswept shallows,
 
curled the lucent spines of jellyfish,
 crept between the hemispheres of clams,
 touched wingtips of the albatross,
 
washed in the cresting winter surf.
Men in yellow slickers bundled calipers
 
and chain saws down the dunes, then
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